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EDITORIAL. 


We'rejoice to see that the Council of the Library Associa- 
tion has at last made a step in the direction of drawing the 
attention of local authorities to the parlous condition of 
libraries. A well-worded circular has been sent to the Town 
Clerk of local councils asking them to signify that they will 
support a Bill for relieving libraries from the limited rate 
which has for sixty years stultified their work. We cannot 
estimate yet what the response is likely to be, but we hope 
that it will be very considerable and favourable. Even 
communities which hitherto have shown little enthusiasm for 
the proposal are now faced with the simple fact that as a 
mere business proposition they must furnish some relief to 
their libraries if they want them to continue at all ; and the 
desirability of their continuance has been emphatically signified 
by the public, whose use of the libraries at present exceeds all 
precedent in many towns. A town council which voted 
against the libraries in the circumstances would be merely 
ridiculous. 

* * * 

These simple considerations have been forced upon local 
authorities by the recurrence of the annual estimates, which 
in more than one town show that there is no money to buy, bind 
or replace books. Thus the libraries are reduced to a mockery, 
and only increased means can remove the effect. In this 
matter it is the very essence of the situation that the Library 
Association shall see that it gets answers to its letter of appeal 
by writing again and again to bodies which keep prs 
A refusal of support is preterable to an ignoring of the situation. 
It will help to show us where we are, and show, too, where 
propaganda work is needed to placate or to remove the opposi- 
tion. We await the result with hope. 

* * * 


The promised report of the Ministry of Reconstruction’s 
Committee on Adult Siecsion dealing with libraries is still a 
document of the future, so we perforce must postpone com- 
ment. It has been whispered to us, however, that it will 
contain a direct recommendation that municipal libraries 
be placed under the local education committees. Thus, we 
understand, the Committee, which (we are told) really doesn't 
want anything to be done, has simply thrown down a bone of 
contention for the respective parties to wrangle over, to the 
delaying of all constructive action. We sincerely hope that 
this will prove to be nothing more than a rumour ! 

Vol. XXI, No. 248. New Series 152. February, 1919. 
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The question of the superannuation of municipal officials 
is one of consequence to all public library workers, and it does 
not seem to have received the attention from library societies 
or journals that it deserves. The National Association of Local 
Government Officers has taken advantage of the recent 
elections to draw promises of support from candidates for 
the proposal that such officials shall be placed upon the same 
footing as civil servants in this important matter, and we 
understand that it has been very successful in this. All 
former schemes of superannuation for local officers have been 
contributory schemes, and this is an obviously unfair way of 
treating the need. As the N.A.L.G.O. is pursuing the subject 
thoroughly, it is to the interest of librarians that they follow 
and support the movement and the association. It becomes 
clearer every year that the economic status of the town 
librarian must be looked after by this association, as the 
Library Association, however valuable it may be in other 
directions, is too small and too composite a body to do the work. 

* * * 

Few recent efforts at the training of library assistants 
have met with more success than has attended the Summer 
Schools at Aberystwyth. Last year, indeed, the students 
were fewer than they were in the first vear, but, on the other 
hand, the local authorities gave bursaries to assistants, and 
the work done showed a distinct advance. We are not so 
foolish as to suppose that a fortnight at such a school will 
furnish an assistant technically, and we hope that no certificate 
will be issued merely for the school which students may bring 
into competition with the certificates of the Library Associa- 
tion ; but such a fortnight as Aberystwyth has provided for 
the past two years gives to the student useful concentrated 
training, and, what is of much more importance, a new horizon 
and inspiration. We are glad, therefore, to learn that the 
school may be continued ; and as we understand that railway 
fares are to be considerably lowered in the next holiday season, 
there is every prospect of a much larger response to the oppor- 
tunity offered. 

* * * 

Several libraries, as we have shown from time to time, 
have compiled rolls of honour for their towns. We are in- 
terested in the work, and shall be glad to receive information 
as to what towns have done this, and on what conditions ; 
whether it has been purely a “ library” enterprise, whether 
the Council has financed the work, and in what form it is 
proposed to preserve the record and present it to the public. 
stots information will be helpful to all who are doing similar 
work, 


l 
4 
t 
4 
l 
7 
| 
7 


152 THE LIBRARY WoRLD. 


THE LIBRARY IN INDUSTRY. 
By E. P. CLARKE, Librarian Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 


B* inviting discussion upon the workings and relationship of 
the works to the Public and University Library Service, Miss 
Stubbs by her able article on the above subject* has struck 

a true note when she states “ it would be of value and interest.” 

As one who has been appointed to reorganize a works library, I 
offer the following notes in the hope that others engaged and 
interested in this question will render their opinions. 

The account which Miss Stubbs gives us of her work is highly 
interesting and helpful but the scope and size of these various 
Works’ Libraries will differ considerably, and perhaps I might be 
permitted to describe the ‘‘ departmental stock in trade ’’ of the 
Dunlop Rubber Company's Library. I will briefly enumerate 
them as follows :— 

(1) About three hundred books, mostly standard works on 

Rubber, Chemistry, Cotton, Golf, &c. 

(2) A number of Directories and Year Books. 

(3) Bound volumes and files of important periodicals bearing 

on the trade. 

(4) Parliamentary and Society publications. 

The books have been fully catalogued on a public library basis. 
The periodical supply is large, about 250 being issued weekly. 
These are issued to the various departmental managers. Articles 
worthy of keeping are noted (by the various readers), and where 
duplicate copies exist these are extracted, the object being to keep 
them in a vertical file. To those who attended the recent conference 
in Manchester, and had the opportunity of examining the vertical 
file displayed there by the Manchester Commercial Library, the 
wisdom of this is apparent. 

The question of classification for the Works Library is optional, 
but I must agree with Miss Stubbs and support the decimal system. 

For the benefit of those who are contemplating filling the post 
of Works Librarians I would suggest the following method of classify- 
ing their collection :— 

(1) REFERENCE SECTION.—(a) Standard works ; Commer- 
cial and Technical subjects. (b) Directories and Year 
Books. (c) Society Publications. (d) Parliamentary 
Papers. (e) Trade Catalogues. 

(2) PERIODICALS. 

(3) INFORMATION BUREAU AND VERTICAL FILE. 

(4) Fiction AND EDUCATIONAL SECTION. 

The last-named might appear to be somewhat foreign to the 
question at issue, but in the period of Reconstruction, the education 
of apprentices combined with the general welfare of the staffs will 

*In the *“ Library Assistant,’’ October, 1918, ete 
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Alphabetic Mnemonic 


Art 

Biography 

Christianity 

Dictionaries and grammars 
(by languages) 

European literatures 
(by languages) 

Fiction 

Greek and Latin 

History 

Industries 

Juveniles 

Knowledge auxiliaries 
(archeology, bibliography, etc.) 

Mathematics and mechanical 

sciences 
Natural sciences 
Oriental languages, litera- 
tures, religions 

Philosophy 

Quartos and folios 
(fine books) 


Reference-room 
(arranged by these classes) 


Sociology 
Travel 
University and society publi- 
cations 

Vertical-file for pamphlets 
Weeklies and monthlies 
X = Exhibits 

(manuscripts and rare books) 


Year-books 


(catalogues, indices, etc.) 


Z = Newspapers 


The Royal Library in Berlin and the Harvard Library are not strictly classified : 
the former has 177 groups and the latter 178. Of all classifications, the Alphabetic 
Mnemonic is the only one in which the class is represented by the initial letter. 
In all the others the symbol is a number or an arbitrary letter. Each class of the 
Alphabetical Mnemonic is sub-divided into 26 (or fewer) groups, which are also 
arranged alphabetically. Thus, N—Natural Sciences sub-divides into: Astronomy, 
Botany, Chemistry, Geology, Ichthyology, Mineralogy, Natural history, Ornithology, 
Physiology, Topography and geography, Unclassified, Zoology. Thomas Huxley's | 


Bodleian 
Theology 


Law 
Medicine 
Arts 


Bonazzi 


General works 

Ethnic religions, mythology 

Christianity 

Jurisprudence 

Sociology 

Philology 

Literature 

Philosophy 

Science, physical and mathe- 
matical 

Chemisiry 

Natural science 

Medicine 

Surgery 

Pharmacy 

Veterinary science 

Agrieulture 

Industry and manufactures 

Fine arts 

Music 

Recreative arts, sports and 
theatre 

Geography 

Voyages and travels 

Archeology 

Biography 

History 


Lessons in Elementary Physiology bears the shelf-mark NP 


huxt 


British 


Theolo 
Law 
Medicine : 
Arts 
Politics 
Commerce 
industr 
Educatio 
Philosopk 
Science 
History 
Geograph 
Biograph 
Literaturd 
Bibliogra 
Collected 
Fiction 
Reading-y 
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British Museum Brown Brunet Cambridge Chicago 
Theology Generalia Theology Theology General works— 
logy Law Physical sciences Jurisprudence Philosophy lygraphy 
Medicine Biological science Sciences and Sociology Philosophy, Religi 
Arts Ethnology and arts Law History, Auxiliar 
Politics medicine Belles-lettres Medicine Sciences 
Commerce and Economic biology History Natural science History and top 
industry Philosophy and Biography graphy (exc. Amer 
Education religion Arts and trades America 
1athe- Philosophy Social and _ poli- Auxiliaries to Geography, Anthi 
Science tical science history pology 
History Language and History and geo- Social sciences 
Geography literature graphy Political science 
Biography Literary forms Literature and Law 
Literature History and geo- philology Education 
Bibliography graphy _ (western) = Music 
Collected works Biography Literature and Fine arts 
Fiction philology Language and lit 
ures Reading-room ___ (oriental) rature 
Bibliography Oriental language 
General Science 
s and Medicine 


Agriculture, Plant 
animal industry 
Technology 
Military science 
Naval science 
Bibliography and 
library science 
Unclassified 


In turn, every group is again divided alphabetically. Thus, Physiology divides 
into the subjects: Anatomy, Bacteriology, Dentistry, Hygiene, Medicine, Nutrition, 
Ophthalmy, Pathology, Surgery, Therapeutics, Unclassified; and Russell Chittenden’s 
The Nutrition of Man bears the shelf-mark = in every case the first three letters 
of the author’s last name and the first letter of his first name appearing under 
the line. But the searching student need only consider the letters above the line, 
since all books are arranged under their subject by author alphabetically. ‘I'he shelf- 
mark for Chittenden’s book in other schemes would be something like 612.39C33, 
and with no advantage in sequence to offset the clumsiness. 
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LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
A COMPARISON BY CLASSES 
Prepared by Robinson Smith 


icago Columbia Cornell Cutter Dewey 
works—Po- — Philosophy Language General works General works 
hy Religion Literature Philosophy Philosophy 
hy, Religion Sociology History Religion Religion 
Auxiliary Philology Law Christianity Sociology 
BS Natural sci- _— Political science, ete. Historical sciences Philology 
and topo- ence Philosophy Biography Science 
' (exe. America) Useful arts Religion History Useful arts 
Literature Arts Geography and travels Fine arts 

1y, Anthro- History Mathematics Social sciences Literature 

Engineering Demotics and sociology History 
iences Technology Civics 
science Physics Legislation 

Chemistry Sciences and arts 
n Mineralogy Natural history 

Geology and petro- Botany 

graphy Zoology 

> and lite- Palwontology Useful arts and tech- 

Botany, forestry, nology 
languages horticulture and Constructive arts 


agriculture 


Fabricative arts 


Zoology, anatomy, Art of war 

re, Plant & physiology and Athletic and recreative 

industry medicine arts 
ry Fine arts—Music 
science Fine arts 

ence Arts of communication 
phy and by language 
science 
ed 
livides A guide-card, giving the main classes, is over the main door of the library, 
rition, a group guide-card is over each section, and a subject guide-card over each group, 
nden’s so that the reader from the moment he enters the library is led automatically, and 
letters @fter the first time almost instinctively, to the books he wants, without, usually, 
having to consult an author or subject-index. The arrangement of the books 1s 

under itself a subject-index. New books fit into place without disturbing the existing 
¢ line, —_ notation, and new subjects can in each group be added under U-Unclassified. 
»shelf- Where the history of a country is classed by centuries, the number of the century 
39C33, | follows the symbol: thus HF16 would be a History of France in the 16th century. 


In rare cases where there is an unavoidable conflict between the same initial letters, 


Hartwig (Halle) 


Book science and general 
works 

Universal philology and 
oriental language 

Classical philology 

Modern philology 

Fine arts 

Philosophy 

Pedagogy 

Culture history and universal 
science of religion 

Theology 

Jurisprudence 

Political science 

Auxiliary historical sciences 

History 

Geography 

General works of natural 
science and mathematics 

Physics and meteorology 

Chemistry 

Natural sciences 

Agriculture and forestry 

Medicine 

Technology 


Library of Congress 


General works—Polygraphy 

Philosophy—Religion 

History—Auxiliary sciences 

History and topography 
(exc. America) 

America 

Geography—Anthropology 

Social sciences (General) 

Music 

Fine arts (General) 

Language and literature 

Literary history —Literature 

Science (General) 

Medicine (General) 

Agriculture, Plant and animal 

industry 

Technology (General) 

Military science 

Naval science 

Bibliography and library 

science 


London Library 


Atlas folios 

Folios 

Pamphlets 

Children’s books 

Guide books 

Novels 

Annuals and periodicals 

Associations, learned 
societies, etc. 

Travels, archeology and 
topography 

Biography and heraldry 

History 

Science and art 

Dictionaries and books 
of reference 

Philology 

Bibliography 

Literature 

Religion and theology 


as Spain and Switzerland, this can be met by using the first two letters of the 


subject; HSp = History of Spain, HSw = History of Switzerland. 
throughout for quartos and folios requiring tall shelving: AAQ, ABQ, ete. 
In every section there should be a bibliography of that class in a card- 
cabinet, to which should automatically flow titles on cards from publishers, societies 
and other libraries from all over the world, each card bearing its alphabetic 
The same card (two copies) will serve both for the subject-index 
The International Bibliographical Institute at Brussels | 
Two other copies of a card would 


mnemonic symbol. 
and for the author-index. 


has 11,000,000 printed author-and-subject cards. 


serve for the card-indices of books actually in the library. 


Q is used | 
| 
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1 books 


ology 


National (Paris) 


Sacred writings 
Liturgy and Councils 
Fathers 

Catholic theology 
Non-catholic theology 
Canon law 


Natural law and law of 
countries 

Civil law 

Geography and general 
history 


Ecclesiastical history 

History (by countries) 

Bibliography 

Philosophical, political, 
economical, moral and 
physical sciences 

Natural sciences 

Medical sciences 

Mathematics 

Sciences and arts 

Music 

Language and rhetoric 

Poetry and drama 

Novels 

Polygraphy 


Princeton 


General works 
Historical science 
Language and 
literature 
Modern language 
and literature 
Arts 
Theology 
Sociology 
Natural sciences 
Technology 


Sayers (Dewey alphabetic) 


General works 

Bibliography and library 
econom 

Philosophy 

Natural religion 

Revealed religion and its 
scriptures 

Non-Christian religion and 
its scriptures 

Sociology 

Government and administra- 
tion 

Law 

Commerce 

Education 

Customs 

Philology 

Science 

Mathematical and physical 
sciences 

Biological sciences 

Useful arts 

Fine arts 

Recreative arts 

Literature 

Poetry 

Drama 

Topography and travel 

History 

Biography 

Fiction 


The scheme, as a whole, gives a sense of order that is conspicuously lacking 


in other classifications. 


instead of difficult, to get at books. 


Science and scholarship will lag until it is made easy, 
At present there is enormous duplication and 


The first step 


waste in library-work, and the results are not worthy of the age. 
towards efficiency is a classification, of which (1) the classes are specific, not general, 
(2) arranged in an orderly alphabetical fashion, not according to some subtle 
logie dating from the Middle Ages, and (3) with shelf-marks that are sign-posts, 
not eryptograms. Why make life more complicated than it really is? To finda 
book, why make the eye and brain perform six operations when one will suffice ? 
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certainly play a premier part. I am given to understand that in 
several firms the works library takes a prominent part in their 
educational programme. 

Whilst admitting the value of the Public Library to the Works 
Librarian, 1 cannot agree with Miss Stubbs in her statement that 
“the Works Library does not need the services of a trained librarian.” 
My opinion is not based on my having been trained in the Public 
Library service. The value of the professional training of the 
librarian does not seem to be sufficiently realized. Mr. L. S. Jast 
was vely soon upon his feet at the Manchester Conference to justify 
the appointment of a librarian for the Commercial Library after a 
delegate had advocated that a ‘‘ commercial man” should be in 
charge. To quote Mr. Jast, the collecting, filing, and che supplying 
of information was after all the librarian’s “ job,”’ and I venture to 
suggest that if Works Libraries have come to stay, then the job of 
running them belongs to the trained librarian. 

The thought brings me to the question of co-operation between 
the Works Libraries and the public services. _1f the Works Libraries 
have trained librarians and the Library Association admit them to 
membership, I would suggest that the Public Library officials in the 
cities and towns where these Works Libraries are situated should 
grant them unrestricted facilities to use their libraries as fellow 
members of the profession. By this I do not suggest additional 
privileges, but at present our Public Library counter service is far 
from perfect, the excuse usually being “ short of trained staff.” 
The Works Librarian very often cannot find the information he 
requires in his own library, and if he had access to the “ inner 
working " of the city reference library, until such time as each has 
its commercial and technical library, this I think would be the 
first step cowaids the co-operation and usefulness of @he public 
library and the commercial world. 

This may sound too democratic but if the public library is to 
take its proper place in the period of Reconstruction after the war 
it will have to extend its powers. It is because the public library 
by its conservative methods has failed adequately to supply the 
wants of the manufacturer that Works Libraries have originated. 
Probably the heads of these concerns being business men find “ that 
a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush,” and that by having the 
information or the means to find that information on the spot, 
is far better than having to subscribe as Miss Stubbs suggests 
for “lists that would interest them.’ Personally 1 have found 
that however perfect bibliographies are, the supplying of informa- 
tion of a firm’s particular commodity can only be met by its own 
library and librarian. 

The additional help which the public library can render will go 
far tocemeni the“ spirit of usefulness which the manufacturer will 
regard the public library service in comparison to the Works Library. 


= 
: 
q 
Be: 
> 


154 THE LIBRARY WoRLD. 


THE GRECO-ROMAN MUSEUM AND 
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY, ALEXANDRIA. 


By L. J. TURNER, Croydon Public Libraries (with Palestine E.F.). 


T was with a vague regret that I sectled amid the cosy pillows. 


of the hospital train, and learned we weie bound for Alexan- 

dria. To those cf us who have seen the many sights of the 
Holy Land there is still a keen desire to visit Cairo, and my visions 
of Pyramids, Caliph’s Tombs, and gorgeous mosques, vanished as 
we left the Suez. We duly arrived at the haven of rest which out 
here is second only to Blighty, and after a prolonged acquaiatance 
with foreeps and splint, I became convalescent. I visited the 
Municipality but once, so this slight account, written ‘* Somewhere 
in Sinai,” is largely due to the kindness of Dr. Breccia, the director 
of the museum. 

Alexandria boasts a wealth of historical sites, the writer having 
lived for some months on the great Camps de Cesar, and while it is 
natural to suppose that such a city should possess a vast museum, 
this is not so. The many relics of a past glory are scattered through- 
out the world, the collection of the Egyptian Institute having long 
since been removed to Cairo, Thus we find in Alexandria a museum 
which is exclusively archeological, and possesses a special library. 
La Bibliothéque Municipale occupies an adjoining building of the 
municipality. 

La Musée Greco-Romain was founded as the result of a long- 
felt wish of the public, and more especially the Achenaum Society. 
In 1892 the Government Antiquity Department provided the 
nucleus of its Greco-Roman collection, while the municipal authori- 
ties were responsible for the up-keep of the premises. The present 
museum was opened a few years later, and consisted of the west 
wing of a rectangular building. Subsequent additions have 
enclosed the garden in the centre, and the whole forms a pleasing 
picture in the brilliant afternoon sun. 


The rapid accumulation of material has prevented a strictly 
scientific classification, but the main headings are as follows :— 


Topography of Alex. Mummies and funeral furni- 
Epigraphs and Manuscripts. ture. 

Egyptian Antiquities. Objects from systematic ex- 
Sculptures. cavation. 

Architecture. Christian antiquities. 


As far as possible this arrangement corresponds with the chrono- 
logical data, while two catalogues have been issued. The catalogue 
of the library of the museum, though published in 1goq, gives a 
general idea of the collection of archeological literature. 
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The foolscap volume before me represents over two thousand 
volumes. It is issued in French, and is arranged under subject 
headings, from Encyclopedias and History to Architecture and 
Miscellanea. All foreign entries take the language of the volume 
referred to, and thus we find French, English, Italian, Latin and 
German in almost as many consecutive works. The annotation 
includes publisher, date, size and pagination, together with a 
reference to the shlf. It is very evident from a casual scan of these 
pages that the collection is of great assistance to the student of 
classical archeology, and the study of the Greco-Roman glory of 
Egypt. 

La Bibliothéque Municipale, founded in 1892, is purely a 
reference library, and therefore has none of the life of the English 
library, with its striking contrast ‘twixt the hum of a busy reference 
department and the solitude of the perfect reference room. The 
building is not imposing in a strect devoted entirely to municipal 
offices, and one misses the usual notice-board outside this one- 
storeyed storehouse of knowledge. From an unpretentious 
vestibule one enters the iitst of three large rooms, and a gencral 
view of the whole is obtainable. The climate compels a lofty 
ceiling, which allows for a fine amount of shelving space. Ladders 
are provided for the use of readers. There is ample writing accom- 
modation in the durable tables and chairs, while the general effect 
is pleasing, as the light-coloured fittings are well adapted to the 
shaded sunlight. 


There are two sections of the library, the European, with 
16,685 volumes, and the Arabic, which has 10,620 volumes. The 
arrangement of the European seciion is alphabetically by subjects. 
This classification being in French, we find the fine arts under the 
heading ‘“‘Beaux-Arts,” which is subdivided into: 


1. Architecture. 4. Painting in colours. 
2. History of Art. 5. Photography. 
3- Music. 
“Histoire” has two divisions, “ Antiquité’ and ‘Temps 
Modernes”’ each being again subsected :— a. Generalitées. Grece 
et Rome.” 6. “Orient et Islam.” “La Guerte,igt4-o000,” as the 


catalogue informs us, contains a good selection of war literature in 
the several languages of the Allies. ‘‘Letters’’ is a large class, as it 
embraces : 1. “Langues,” in which the countries are alphabetically 
arranged; and 2. “ Litérature et Histoire de la Litérature,” 
which is similarly sub-divided. This method of classification scenis 
comparatively simple beside the intricate details of a modern 
decimal system, while the card index has yet to be introduced in this 
library. 
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The catalogue of additions, 1914-17 is a well-produced foolscap 
work of some ninety odd pages, and is planned on the same lines 
as the classification. The main catalogue is a massive ledger, which 
calls to mind visions of stock registers and accession books. English 
literature is represented therein by most of Dickens, George Eliot, 
Meredith, &c., with a good selection of the poets. 

This Eastern library is largely French, and does not therefore 
reach the public to such an extent as the average English system. 
In a country where fully half the native population has yet to read 
and write, there is a great future in store for library work, when the 
education of the Arab makes an ever increasing demand on the 
sources of La Bibliothéque Municipale d’Alexandrie. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 


I met a librarian, in a doleful, but withal a constructive, 
mood, the other day—he had been attending the meeting of the 
council of one of our societies, and had been absolutely worn-out with 
the exemplary characteristic vigour of the proceedings ; moreover, 
he had smoked his month’s ration of tobacco during the sitting, 
so long had it been. As he could not approve such protracted 
energy, he had a great project in mind—no less than the establish- 
ment of a new professional society, which was to supersede all 
existing ones. We adjourned to a café in Soho where we were 
wont in the days that are no more to consume a four-course dinner 
at an expenditure of one-and-six (now, alas ! augmented grievously 

-the expenditure, I mean), and there he worked out his suggestions. 


THE S.P.O.P. 

It was to be called the Society for the Propagation of Postpone- 
ments, a name which indicates that (unlike the Library Association 
which quivers with constructive energy, and is never loquacious), 
it shall be conservative in essence, and shall protect such grey- 
beards as you and I from the uncomfortable activities now abroad 
in the world. We—-you see I am already pledged in support of 
the idea—shall admit no man under fifty, and then no man who 
shares any of the impertinent illusions of youth. Whatever happens 
we will have no chairman under sixty, and his main qualification 
shall be that he learned all he knows before the nineties, and has 
learned nothing since. Moreover, he shall rule us lightly. In the 
event (let us hope it will be unusual) of a resolution appearing 
upon our agenda, it shall not only be competent, it shall be com- 
pulsory, for every member oi our prospective council to move an 
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amendment to it, and for every member to make at least two 
speeches upon it, which shall be full of personal reminiscences. This 
last point is most necessary ; indeed we hesitated as to whether or 
not we should not call the society the Institute of Impromptu 
Autobiographers (or Autobiologuers), but we felt that that would 
not cover our whole purposes. In this the chairman shall acquiesce 
fully ; and should any motion appear to be coming to a conclusion 
or decision, it shall be competent, indeed compulsory, for the 
chairman to move “the next business.’’ There will be elections of 
Council at intervals of not less than ten years ; gaps made by death— 
although the amiably garrulous never die—shall be filled in every 
case by the co-option of the oldest librarian non-councillor in the 
kingdom, who has proved his powers of reminiscent conversation. 


THE PROGRAMME. 

I cannot give you very full details at the moment, but we have 
a most attractive programme. Of course we shall not have public 
meetings of the members at large, although we may call an occasional 
conference—once a decade probably. These things may very well 
be left to the young energetics of the Library Association. But in 
the Council itself we shall have some fascinating problems to discuss 
I have seen it argued that the Catholic clergy of Ireland do not 
want Home Rule, but it suits their purpose to pretend they do, 
and to agitate, argue and wrangle to that end. This is an excellent 
cue for us. We don’t want the rate limit removed ; but we can 
argue that we do, and much pleasant talk will thereupon ensue. 
We shall appoint a paid secretary —one dav—at £750 a year, and 
as our income, so far as we can measure, will be £800, here is another 
subject that rouses pleasurable anticipations. We don’t wan: a 
library school—just imagine us equipping the younger generation 
to push us out of our comfortable seats !—but we can say we do ; 
and therefrom most scintillating verbal sparks will fly upward. In 
connection herewith we will circulate library authorities making 
ingenuous requests, i.¢., that only lads of university standard shall be 
appointed junior assistants (at {40 a year) ; and these will be pro- 
ductive of the interminable silences we so ardently desire on the 
part of the addressees. These things are only a beginning ; the 
scheme has immense possibilities. The subscription, which will be 
doubled at the next Annual Meeting, is 24 guineas. Those who 
are incerested should address Vechiézza, Salon d’ Aventures, Café du 
Vieux Marcheur, Soho, W.1. 


LIBRARY HOURS. 

It has occurred to me frequently of late that an adjustment of 
the hours of opening at libraries may well be a consequence of the 
war. As you know, the majority of lending libraries are open frem 
g a.m. until g p.m., or some such hours. These times were based 
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upon the assumption that shop assistants and similar folk had to 
be given an opportunity of getting books, and that as the shops in 
many cases did not close until 7 or 8 in the evening, it was necessary 
to keep the library open until g to serve them. Now, however, 
shops close on four days of the week at 6, and chere is small prospect 
of a reversion to the later hours. It would seem, then, that the 
argument for keeping lending libraries open later than 7.30 or 8 
has disappeared. Reference libraries and reading rooms are another 
matter ; and should be open at all respectable hours of the day and 
evening, as they are the equivalent of the private “‘ study " of most 
folk who use them seriously. What do you think ? 


WORKING HOURS. 


Another matter that may exercise us is the hours of service to 
be given by assiscants. At present they range from forty-two to 
about fifty a week — the former should be the maximum in my view. 
If railway cleiks are to have a six-hour day, why not librarians, 
whose work is more exacting ’ I am convinced that better woik 
would be done on shorter hours than I have to compel my staft to 
work ; but the question is veritably one of economics. Shorter 
hours of work, unless accompanied by shorter hours of public 
service, imply more staff ; and with my income where it stands at 
present the result would be catastrophic. I only want to indicate 
to you that the agitation in other walks of life for shorter hours are 
bound sooner or later to affect us. 


A NEW CHAIRMAN—AND THE OLD ONE. 

| hear that of his own free will our venerable and faithful 
chairman of che Library Association Council has retired from that 
office, which he has held for twenty years with an assiduity in 
duty which negatives most of the criticism that you and I| have 
levelled against the Association. Baillie Campbell, of Glasgow, 
whose “ biaid Gaelic’’ I can understand occasionally, has been 
elected (1 am told) to the office. 1 wish him good speed, the gift of 
silence, and a strong will to check the verbosity of his team. It is a 
thankless position. In saying that I want to pay respectful 
tribute to his forerunner, Mr. Tedder stands for the L.A. in a most 
exceptional manner. His knowledge of our business has been and is 
unique ; and he has kept the balance even in the financial affairs 
of the Association sans peur et sans reproche, and with urbanity 
to everybody. I icjoice that, although he will no longer p.eside 
over the Council, he will still control our exchequer, and that we 
shall not lose the benetit of his wisdom and liie-long experience 


in these critical days. CALLIMACHUS. 


(Lhe Editor does noi hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


the writers of “LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRs. 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


{ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 


A League of Nations Library has been tormed at the Northamp- 
ton Public Library, and includes International Law ; History of the 
Development of Nations ; Specific National History ; The League 
of Nations, & =. This has been arianged in connection with the 
locai League of Nations Union. 

The original pencil sketches done by Mr. Fiederick L. Griggs 
to illustrate “The Highways and Byways of Northamptonshire,” 
have been presented to the Northampton Public Library by James 
Manfield, Esy., J.P. An exhibition of them, with other local 
items, was recently arranged by the Chief Librarian, who gave a talk 
at the conclusion of the exhibition. Duiing the six days the 
exhibition was open to the public, some hundreds of people viewed 
the pictures. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


Mr. WALTER A. Briscor, F.L.A., who has been Acting Librarian 
of Nottingham for the past two years, has now been appointed 
City Librarian. 

Mr. Briscoe has for four years been Hon.Sec. of the North-Mid- 
land Library Association—during which period the membership has 
doubled—-and was last yea: elected Piesident. He has con- 
tributed various practical papers on Public Library administration 
to THE LirraRy WORLD, and is a firm advocate of every publicity 
being given to the important work of public libraries. In the past 
he contyibuted regularly to the London and provincial periodicals, 
and has been associated with the compilation of various books ; 
his last publication being “Captain Ball, V.C.” ; the sales of which 
have appieciably increased the total of the Captain Ball Memorial 
Fund in his own city. The Nottingham Public Libraries haye 
completed 50 years of useful existence, and Mr. Briscoe has just 
compiled a “ History of the Public Library Movement in Notting- 
ham."’ The first annual report (1868) showed that 70,512 volumes 
had been issued ; the last recorded a total issue of 489,398 volumes. 
The first year’s stock of books was 12,270; the total stock is now 
154,150 volumes. 

In the list of new Justices of the Peace for the County of 
lorfarshire, appointed by the Lord Chancellor on the recommenda- 
tion of the Earl of Strathmore, Lord Lieutenant, is included the 
name of Mr. JAMES CHRIs11ISsON, F.S.A. (Scot.), F.L.A., Borough 
Libiarian, Montrose Public Library. 


bet 
7 
- ~ 


160 THE LIBRARY WOoRLD. 


We regret to record the death, at the age of fifty-three, of 
Mr. James A Seymour, Librarian of the Kilburn Public Librarv. 
Mi. Seymour received his early training in the Wandsworth and 
Lambeth Libraries, and was appointed to Kilburn twenty-five 
years ago. 

Second-Lieut. RICHARD Potis, Duke of Wellington's (actached 
to the 16th Lancashire Fusiliers), died from wounds on the 2nd 
December. Lieut. Potts, who was assistani librarian in the 
Tynemouth Public Library (North Shields), had seen active service 
throughout the whole period of the war, his regiment, the Northum- 
berland Hussars (Imperial Yeomanry) being mobilised and sent to 
France as soon as war was declared. After over three years’ 
service he succeeded in obtaining a commission, and was posted to 
the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment with a draft of 
which he proceeded to the front about three months ago. He was 
wounded in the head on November 4th one week before the 
armistice) too seriously to be removed to England, and is buried 
‘somewhere in France.” He leaves a widow and one child. 


NOTES. 


We beg to thank librarians for their kindness in sending the 
required information re foreign periodicals taken in their respective 
libraties. 

We draw the attention of our readers to the comparative 
table of Libraiy Classifications prepared by Mr Robinson Smith 
and issued as a supplement with this number. 


DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 
OF THE GREAT WAR. 


HE following table forwarded by the publishers of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, gives the recast of 940 with outline 
of the new war classification, 940.3-.4. This scheme is 
almost wholly the work of the A.L.A. Advisory Committee. It will b 
further sub-divided as soon as the great body of war literature 
takes more definite shape, e¢.g., it is still too early to subdivids 


940.42-.43. 
MODERN HISTORY. 


940. EUROPE. 
From fall of the Western Empire (Rome) A.D. 476. 
Medieval Europe 470-1453 


For Byzantine Empire See 949.5. 
Il Rise of new nations 476-800 
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.18 


.182 
.183 


185 
.186 
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Age of feudalism 800-1100 
See also 321.3 Feudalism (Political Science). 
Chatlemagne 768 —-814 
Norman conquests 
Age of chivalry II00-1453 
To fall of Eastern Empire (Constantinople) 1453. 
Crusades 1096-1270 
See also church history 270.4-5. 
1st crusade 1096 (Peter the Hermit) 
2nd_sé,, 1147 (St Bernard) 
3rd_s,, 1190 (Richard Coeur de Lion) 
4th ,, 1202 (Baldwin of Flanders) 
5th ,, 1212 (Children’s Crusade) 
6th ,, 1217 (Capture of Jerusalem) 
7th 1228 
8th ___,, 1248 (St. Louis) 
gth , 1270 


Modern Europe 1453- 
Renaissance period 4453-1517 
Discoveries and inventions. 
Age of the reformation 1517-1789 
30 years war 1618-48 
Napoleonic period 1789-1815 
19th century 1815-1914 
Great war I9I4- 
Political history 
Causes 


Efforts to preserve peace 
See also 940.32 diplomatic history. 


Results : terms of peace 
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.184 
.187 
.189 
-23 
25 
.26 
.27 
28 
.29 
31 
311 
-313 
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315 Relations of special classes 
Sub-divided like the classification, using 9 for 
refugees, divided like 940-999 by country of 
origin. For classes not thus provided for see 
94. 310. 
2 Clergy Church 

Subdivide .3152-—28 like 280 ; e.g. 

.31521 Greek Catholic church 

22 Roman .,, + Pope 

Use .31529 like 290 ; e.g. 


-315296 Jews 
297 Mohammedans. Holy War. 


.316 Other special classes 
I Noncombatants 
2 Pacifists 
3 Enemy sympathizers 
318 Relations of special interests. Aspects. 
Divided generally like the classification. 
Diplomatic history 
See also 940.312 Efforts to preserve peace. 
33 Groups of countries : allies and neutrals 
As a body ; for individual countries see 940. 34-39. 
-322 Entente 
-334 Teuton allies, Central powers 
335 Neutrals 


.34-.39 Individual countries 
Divided like 940 -gg9. 


4 Military history 

41 Land operations 

42-43 Special campaigns and battles 
44 Air warfare 

45 Naval history 

Celebrations, commemorations 

48 Prisons, hospitals, charities 

.48 Personal narratives, secret service 
.49 Illustrative material 


Sub divided like 973.70. 


5 Later 2¢th century 
Including works on 20th century as a whcle 
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REVIEWS. 
GENERAL BOOKS. 
ArNAuD, R. Kk. The New Prophecy. 3rd edition. Cr. 8vo.. pp. 
230. Hoddei & Stoughton, r9gt8. 3s. 6d. net. 


A fresh paragraph has been added to this general prophetic “ survey ” of 
human history concerning the proposed return of the Jews to the Holy Land, 
Other additions occur in the Appendices, &c. 

BEARDSLEY, E. M. Napoleon: The Fall. Demy Svo.. pp. 220. 
Heath Cranton. 1918. 7s. 6d. net. 

The work deals with the overthrow of Napoleon, and incidentally the 
author endeavours to disprove the idea that Waterloo was a purely British 
victory. 

Roperts, CHARLES G. D. The Ledge on Bald Face. Demy 8vo., 
pp. 255. Illus. Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 1918. §s. net. 
This author is well known for his charming Nature books, and these 

sketches will certainly add to his reputation. The Tales of Jim, the Police 

Dog, and Woolly Billy are full of real life of the West, and the story from 

which the volume takes its title teems with animal sagacity. 

FICTION. 

HaMeL, Frank. The Luminous Pearl. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. 
Grafton & Co. 1919. 6s. net. 

Oriental magic and curious Japanese superstitions about fox-possession are 
woven into a love-story in which Richard Norton attempts to coerce his daughter 
Amber, into marrying a Japanese, though she loves an English engineer, 
Askew, Atice & Craupe. Lady Borradale’s Ordeal. Cr. 8vo., 

pp. 307. Ward, Lock & Co.. Ltd. rgf8.  §s. net. 

A family secret and a family curse of the most sensational character, 
ending with the death of the mysterious wolf-woman, Vania, form the main- 
spring of this novel. 

FLETCHER, J. S. Heroushawe Vain. Cr. 8vo., pp. 319. Ward, 
Lock & Co., Ltd. Tgr8. 5s. nec. 

A story of a colliery strike with a slight love interest. The author 
appears to think the work of a trade union official is to foment strikes instead 
of trying his best to prevent them. 

POETRY. 

NIGHTINGALE, M. The Babe's Book of Verse. Svo., pp. 45. 
Woodcuts. Oxford: B. H. Blackwell. 1918. 2s. net. 

A charming little gift book replete with pleasing items. 

Oxford Poetry, 1918. Edited by T. W. E., E. F. A. G. and D.LS. 
Cr. 8vo., pp. 56. Oxford : B. H. Blackwell. 1918. Is. 6d. net. 
Interesting verses, many mediocre, but with here and there a genuine 

spark of genius. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


THE NokTH-MIDLAND LiprRARY AssociATION.—The Annual 
Meeting of the North-Midland Library Association was held at 
Nottingham on gth January, when there was a fairly representative 
gathering fiom the districts covered by the Association. Mr. W. A. 
Briscoe (President) was in the chair, and in his opening remarks 
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spoke of the usefulness of public libraries in the general scheme of 
reconstiuction. Miss Pierce (Kettering) presented a report of the 
Annual Meeting of the L.A. held in London. Mi. W. E. Doubleday 
(Hampstead) in his paper on “ Reconstruction and the New Library 
Policy,” said that reconstruction as far as public libraries were 
concerned, should be the placing of libraries in a position to enable 
them to do the greatest good to the greatest number. Ratepayers 
should be allowed to spend what amount was necessary for library 
purposes. Library authorities should secure the opinion of their 
Councils upon the question of the removal of the rate limit. He 
recommended the holding of a Conference by the N.M.L.A., when 
members of city and other councils should be invited to hear and 
take part in discussions of matters of urgency affecting the futwe 
policy of our public libraries. Mr. Reginald W. Brown (Northamp- 
ton) gave an address on “The Future Work of Public Libraries,” 
and emphasized the necessity for establishing Commercial and 
Technical Libraries, and advocated co-operation with the various 
trade societies, and also pointed out the necessity of publicity being 
given to the important work of libraries. Mr. S. Smith (Sheffield) and 
Mr. Lineker (Nottingham) took part in the discussion. Councillor 
Foulds, Chairman of Nottingham Libraries Committee, welcomed 
the visitors, supported by Councillor Jackson. Mr. W. P. Woolston 
presented the annual reports of the secretary and treasurer. The 
officers elected for the ensuing year were Mr. Cox, Ilkeston (Presi- 
dent); Mr. W. P. Woolston (Vice-President) ; Mr. Reginald W. 
Biown, Northampton (Hon. Sec.), Mr. Kirk, Nottingham (Hon. 
Auditor). The members were afterwards entertained to tea by the 
President. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
DEMOBILIZED STUDENTS. 


HE Education Committee are anxious to do everything in 
their power to assist those students who have been serving 
in the Army during the last few years, and have lost ground 

in their preparation for the certificates of the Association. They 
will be glad to consider any suggestions from assistants and others 
for the provision of classes, &c. At present they have in contempla- 
tion several schemes, such as an intensive course of lectures and 
classes to be held in London during the summer ; sur:mer schools at 
the chief provincial centres ; and correspondence classes for the 
benefit of those students who are unable to attend the former. 
Those interested in the welfare of our future librarians and assistants 
are invited co submit their suggestions to the Honorary Secretary 
of the Education Committee, who will undertake that they will 
receive careful consideration. 
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